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was furthered by making demonstrations as if the intei were to force a passage at Norval's Pont, some 150 mile rail east of Magersfontein, and by various other de calculated to mislead. As the Boers had recently capt in Natal certain intelligence papers disclosing the ori plan of campaign, which contemplated an advance the Free State by Norval's Pont, they were the more e imposed upon and induced to believe that this route \\ be the one followed. The real plan was at first i known to no one, I believe, except to Lord Kitch Sir William Nicholson (the military secretary), Hende: and a few officers charged with making the neces railway arrangements. It was not disclosed eithe Kelly-Kenny or French (who commanded the ti waiting to be transferred from the Norval's Pont loc to the Modder) until the 2Qth of January, the day on ^ the transfer began. Other troops were meanwhile pu up the western line, but the Boers apparently thought this merely indicated a renewed but local attack on Ma fontein.
Henderson, always an ardent advocate for mystij and misleading the enemy, was especially active, revelled in the deceits he practised. He sent out ficti telegrams to commanders in clear, and then on one ej or another countermanded them in cipher ; circulated orders implying a concentration of troops at Coles" in the Norval's Pont direction; gave "confidential" to people eager for news whom he knew would at divulge them; and in numerous ways fostered the \ that never again would our troops hurl themselves ag the carefully prepared Boer entrenchments at Magersfor and that Kimberley could and must look after itself per a direct advance on Bloemfontein by the Norval's route. One of his tools was a London newspaper c spondent to whom he gave a particularly " confiden piece of information, with strict injunctions to keep himself. As Henderson hoped, it quickly appeared ii London Press, and was brought to our notice by the Office as a serious indiscretion on the part of some o staff! A few days later, when the advance was begiuld thereby effect the relief of Ladysmith.
